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Burgermeister Waldmanns Abschied von seinen Mitgefangenen

Mayor Waldmann's Farewell to His Fellow Prisoners
1847

Oil on canvas

image: 116 x 143 cm

inscr. b. I.: C. Bosshardt, Minchen 1847

77

1848

painting
C 1[1] painting 19th century CHE

The history painting by Johann Caspar Bosshardt was created in the 1840s and marks
the beginning of his artistic career. The work, begun during his studies in Dusseldorf and
later completed in Munich, depicts a dramatic scene from the life of Hans Waldmann
(around 1435-1489), a formative political figure in late medieval Zurich. It was sponsored
by the Zurich government and received special attention in a review by Gottfried Keller.

Hans Waldmann, mayor of Zurich, was a controversial figure: criticised by his
contemporaries as power-hungry and autocratic, he was reinterpreted as a progressive
statesman by liberal thinkers such as Keller in the 19th century. The painting focuses on
the moment before Waldmann was executed in 1489 following his deposition and
imprisonment. In an emotional scene, he bids farewell to his fellow prisoners, vividly
depicting the drama of the historical events and the ambivalence of his personality.

The digitisation of the inventory of the Kunsthaus is an ongoing work in progress. Due to
the time-consuming nature of comprehensive scientific research on each individual
artwork, we have decided to disclose some works also without provenance information to
the public. The progression of provenance research will be continuously updated online.
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