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Description

Bildnis der Grafin Armfeld mit ihrer Tochter

Portrait of the Countess Armfeld with Her Daughter

Portrait de Comtesse Armfeld avec sa fille

Bildnis der Grafin Hedwig Ulrika Armfeld mit der Erscheinung ihres verstorbenen
Tochterchens [historisch]

c. 1793
Oil on canvas

image: 109 x 95 cm

1999/0020
Kunsthaus Zirich, Bequest of Walter and Annemrie Boveri, 1996

1999

painting
B 1[1] painting 16th to 18th century CHE

Graff's entry in his calender on the 13.1.1793 probably refers to this portrait: ‘Armfeld
abgereist' [Armeld departed] (Winterthur, Stadtbibliothek).

Countess Hedwig Ulrika von Armfeld, née Countess de La Gardie (1761-1832) was
married to Gustav Mauritz Count von Armfeld (1757-1814) from 1785. The latter was a
Swedish lieutenant general and minister, ambassador in Naples and Vienna, and from
1805 governor of Finland. In 1810 he advanced to general in Russian service. In 1812 he
was raised to the rank of count.

Posture, gaze and painterly treatment of the figures suggest that here the deceased
daughter appears in her 'spirit body' to the mother and gives her comfort (cf.
Freudweiler's 'Trosthilder’, inv. 1945/0017).
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