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Rudolf Koller, Künstler/-in (*21.5.1828 Zürich, +5.1.1905 Zürich)

Title Die Gotthardpost

Also known as The Gotthard Post
La Poste du Gothard

Date 1873

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions image: 117 x 100 cm

Signature inscr. b. l.: RKoller. / Zürich 1873. [RK ligatured]

Inscription -

Catalogue raisonné -

Edition / number -

Edition -

Inv. No. 639

Credit line Kunsthaus Zürich, 1898

Accession year 1898

Object type painting

Classification C 1[1] painting 19th century CHE

Description Commissioned by the board of directors of the Nordostbahn as a farewell gift to Alfred 
Escher, who wanted to devote himself entirely to financing the Gotthard Railway.
Numerous studies in the Department of Prints and Drawings, see Bernhard von 
Waldkirch (Rudolf Koller (exh. cat. Zurich 2002). At first Koller planned the departure in 
front of an inn.
A first version shows the same vehicle, a coupé 'Berlina', in a less turbulent ride with two 
horses. Complete studies in oil, inv. 604 and Marcel Fischer: Rudolf Koller, 1828-1905, 
Zurich 1951, Ill. 56; Landschaftsstudie, inv. 811.
Koller painted a repetition for a Swiss living abroad in America with an Alpine dairyman at 
the end of the herd (Credit Suisse, Zurich).
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The painting is to be understood as an allegory of the acceleration of the means of 
transportation. Until 1830, only one mule track led over the Gotthard; the Gotthard route 
only became passable entirely after the construction of the Axenstrasse (street) in 1866.

Provenance Rudolf Koller (*1828 Zürich, +1905 Zürich) (Künstler/-in)
Im Auftrag des Direktoriums der Schweizerischen Nordostbahn als Geschenk für Alfred 
Escher entstanden
Alfred Escher (*1819 Zürich, +1882 Zürich) (Sammler/-in), Geschenk
Lydia Welti-Escher (*1858 Zürich, +1891 Champel) (Sammler/-in), Nachlass
frühestens ab 1891 – 1898, Emil Welti (*1857 Aarau, +1940 Kehrsatz), Bern
ab 1898, Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft | Kunsthaus Zürich (Museum), Zürich, Geschenk

Provenance category -

About the provenance (State of research 01.01.2007)
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