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Geneviève Asse (*24.1.1923 Vannes, +11.8.2021 Paris)
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Title Composition

Also known as

Date 1963

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions image: 46 x 55 cm

Signature inscr. b. r.: ASSE

Inscription -

Catalogue raisonné -

Edition / number -

Edition -

Inv. No. 1965/0033

Credit line Kunsthaus Zürich, 1965

Accession year 1965

Object type painting

Classification D 1[2] art 20th century worldwide

Description Geneviève Asse, born in Vannes in 1923, was a French painter whose career saw a 
remarkable development from figurative to abstract works. She received her early artistic 
training during the German occupation, before working as a member of the Resistance in 
the 1940s and as an ambulance driver during the Second World War. After the war, she 
returned to art and established herself in the Parisian art scene, where her work was 
influenced by Chardin, Cézanne and Braque.

From the 1960s onwards, Asse developed her own abstract style, which became known 
for her characteristic ‘Asse Blue’ works, in which she used finely graduated colour tones 
and large-scale compositions. Her works, which include both paintings and stained glass 
windows, reflect her subtle use of colour and form. Particularly noteworthy is her 
collaboration with writers such as Samuel Beckett and André du Bouchet, for whom she 
created illustrations. Asse has exhibited her work in major museums, including the 
Musée National d'Art Moderne in Paris and the Kunsthaus Zürich. Her legacy lives on, 
not only in public collections, but also in the permanent exhibition at the La Cohue Art 
Museum in her home town of Vannes.
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Provenance The digitisation of the inventory of the Kunsthaus is an ongoing work in progress. Due to 
the time-consuming nature of comprehensive scientific research on each individual 
artwork, we have decided to disclose some works also without provenance information to 
the public. The progression of provenance research will be continuously updated online. 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact us at 
provenanceresearch(at)kunsthaus.ch.

Provenance category -

About the provenance (State of research 01.01.2007)

Literature - Kunsthaus Zürich. Gesamtkatalog der Gemälde und Skulpturen, hrsg. von Zürcher 
Kunstgesellschaft et al., Sammlungskatalog, Ostfildern: Hatje Cantz, 2007, S. 679.


