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Mattia Preti, artist (*24.2.1613 Taverna (Kalabrien), +3.1.1699 Valletta (Malta))
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Provenance

Orfeo nell’ade

Orpheus und Eurydike vor Pluto und Proserpina in der Unterwelt
Orpheus and Eurydice Before Pluto and Proserpina
Orphée et Eurydice aux Enfers paraissant devant Pluton et Proserpine

c. 1635/1640
Oil on canvas

image: 223 x 320 cm

Spike 293

642
Kunsthaus Zirich, Bequest of Alberto Rathgeb, 1898
1898

painting
B 1[3] painting 16th to 18th century ITA, FRA and ESP

A Stanzione signature dated 1636 from the 19th century was removed during Paul
Pfister's extensive restoration in 2005.

The myth of Orpheus in the Underworld is described in detail in Vergil's Georgica, 1V,
453-527, and Ovid's Metamorphoses, X, 1-77. Orpheus performs before Pluto and
Proserpina, asking them to free his wife Eurydice from the realm of the dead. Preti
extends the composition, in which the judge of souls Rhadamanthus, the river god
Acheron and the hell hound Cerberus appear, to include prominent inhabitants of the
underworld: ferryman Charon, Sisyphus, Tythius, Tantalus, Ixion, also Dante and Virgil.
Itis a picture of the young Preti. The theme points to knowledge of contemporary
Florentine culture and is closely linked to the beginnings of opera.

Mattia Preti (*1613 Taverna (Kalabrien), +1699 Valletta) (Kunstler/-in)

Marchese Michelangelo Peralta (Sammler/-in)

um 1763, Unbekannt, Mailand

Verbleib unbekannt

0.D. — 1898, Alberto Rathgeb (*1841 Schwamendingen, +1898 Bergamo) (Sammler/-in)
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