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Johann Heinrich Füssli, artist (*6.2.1741 Zürich, +16.4.1825 Putney Hill/London)

Title Die drei Hexen

Also known as The Three Witches
Les Trois Sorcières

Date 1783

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions image: 65 x 91.5 cm

Signature -

Inscription -

Catalogue raisonné Schiff I.492.733

Edition / number -

Edition -

Inv. No. 2540

Credit line Kunsthaus Zürich, Donation of the City Council Zürich, 1941

Accession year 1941

Object type painting

Classification B 1[1] painting 16th to 18th century CHE

Description Macbeth, a Scottish general, is guided in all his actions by the cryptic prophecies of three 
witches: Through them he is tempted to murder the king in order to ascend to the throne 
himself. But guilt haunts him; a misleading prophecy leads to his downfall in battle 
against the king's avengers. The depiction condenses the appearance of the three 
witches as they appear in Shakespeare's Macbeth, I, 3, when Macbeth first encounters 
them with his companion Banquo. The death's-head hawkmoth in the background 
foreshadows the gloomy prophecies.
One of several other versions is at Stratford-upon-Avon (Shakespeare Memorial 
Theatre). First engraved in 1785 by John Raphael Smith, see David H. Weinglass: Prints 
and engraved Illustrations by and after Henry Fuseli. A catalogue raisonné (Aldershot 
1994) no. 73: 'The Weird Sisters'.

Provenance Johann Heinrich Füssli (*1741 Zürich, +1825 Putney Hill/London) (Künstler/in)
Verbleib unbekannt
wohl, o.D. – 1917, Richard Kisling (*1862, +1917) (Sammler/in)
wohl, 1917 – 1929, Hedwig Kisling, Nachlass
18.11.1929, G. & L. Bollag (Auktion), Zürich, Lot 253
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wohl, 18.11.1929 – 1941, G. & L. Bollag (Galerie), Zürich
1941, Stadt Zürich (Sammlung), Zürich, Kauf
ab 1941, Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft | Kunsthaus Zürich (Museum), Zürich, Geschenk

Provenance category -

About the provenance (State of research 11.01.2022)
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