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Karl Stauffer-Bern, Künstler/-in (*2.9.1857 Trubschachen, +24.1.1891 Florenz)

Title Bildnis Gottfried Keller

Also known as Portrait of Gottfried Keller
Portrait de Gottfried Keller

Date 1886

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions image: 70 x 58.5 cm

Signature inscr. b. r.: Stauffer-Bern / Aug. 86.

Inscription -

Catalogue raisonné -

Edition / number -

Edition -

Inv. No. 1285

Credit line Kunsthaus Zürich, The Gottfried Keller Foundation, Federal Office of Culture, Berne, 
1920

Accession year 1920

Object type painting

Classification E 1 painting 19th century CHE

Description On Gottfried Keller see Böcklin (inv. 1196). In 1886, his last work was published as the 
time-critical novel 'Martin Salander'. Stauffer first mentioned the portrait project in a 
letter from Stauffer to Lydia Escher on 21.X.1885. According to an invitation from Lydia 
Welti-Escher to Keller on 3.VIII.1886, her portrait was finished by this time: 'Hopefully you 
will find it as good as it deserves and decide, for the sake of your friends and admirers, to 
have your portrait painted quite conscientiously.' The picture was commissioned by Welti 
and was executed in the greenhouse of the Villa Belvoir. On August 16th Stauffer wrote to 
Max Mosse in Berlin that the portrait was almost finished after three sessions. In 1887 he 
created the important etching of the seated poet (Max Lehrs: Karl Stauffer-Bern, 1857-
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1891: ein Verzeichnis seiner Radierungen und Stiche, 1907, no. 31).

Provenance Karl Stauffer-Bern (*1857 Trubschachen, +1891 Florenz) (Künstler/-in)
Lydia und Emil Welti-Escher (Auftraggeber/-in)
o.D. – 1919, Emil Welti (*1857 Aarau, +1940 Kehrsatz) (Sammler/-in)
ab 1919, Gottfried Keller-Stiftung (Sammlung), Bundesamt für Kultur, Bern, Geschenk
ab 1920, Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft | Kunsthaus Zürich (Museum), Zürich, Leihgabe

Provenance category -

About the provenance (State of research 01.01.2007)
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