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Joan Miró (*20.4.1893 Barcelona, +25.12.1983 Palma de Mallorca)

© Successió Miró / 2024, ProLitteris, Zurich

Title Portrait III

Also known as Porträt III
Portrait [historisch]

Date 1938

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions image: 145 x 114 cm

Signature inscr. on verso: JOAN MIRÓ / portrait III / VI-938

Inscription verso auf Keilrahmen o. l. schwarzer französischer Zollstempel; weiss-blaue Etikette zum 
Teil abgelöst in Weiss: TRANSPORTS INTERNATIONAUX / ARTHUR LENARS & Cie. 
22 bis, Rue de Paradis […]; o. l. braune Etikette in Schwarz: Ausstellung: JOAN MIRO / 
24. März – 29. April 1956 / Kat. Nr. 46 Portrait, 1938 / Besitzer: Kunsthaus Zuerich [ms]; 
o. M. gelber Klebestreifen in Rot: 17 [hs]; o. M. gelbe Etikette in Schwarz: Exhibition: 
JOAN MIRO 1964 / Cat.no. 157 / Artist Joan Miro / Title Portrait No. III, 1938 / Owner 
Kunsthaus Zurich [ms]; o. M. roter runder Klebepunkt; o. r. braune KHZ-Etikette; o. r. 
weiss-grüne Etikette, zum Teil abgelöst, in Grün: JOAN MIRO / EXHIBITION / JAPAN. 
1966 / Portrait III / Date 1938 / TOKYO 25 Aug / KYOTO 20 Oct / THE MAINICHI 
NEWSPAPER / THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MODERN ART; darauf in Schwarz: 58 
[hs]; o. M.; M. l.; M. r. und M. u. in weisser Kreide: K4 [hs]; M. l. brauner Klebestreifen in 
Schwarz: #21 [hs]; M. l. hellbraune Ausstellungsetikette in Schwarz: MINISTERE D’ETAT 
– AFFAIRES CULTURELLES / REUNION DES MUSEES NATIONAUX / MUSEE 
NATIONAL D’ART MODERNE / EXPOSITION Joan Miro / Auteur Joan Miro / Titre de 
l’oeuvre Portrait III / Propriétaire Kunsthaus, Zurich / No. Du Catalogue 72; M. r. weisse 
Ausstellungsetikette in Schwarz und Blau: Joan Miro / Bildnis III / Kunsthaus Zürich / öl 
146x114 (Kat.-Nr.:) 12 [hs]; M. r. in Schwarz: Suisse 7 [hs]; u. r. kleine braune Etikette 
mit schwarzem Rand in Schwarz: INVENTAR / No. 1956/12

Catalogue raisonné Dupin/Lelong-Mainaud 586

Edition / number -

Edition -

Inv. No. 1956/0012

Credit line Kunsthaus Zürich, 1956

Accession year 1956
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Object type painting

Classification D 1[2] art 20th century worldwide

Description In 1938 Miró painted four formally completely different 'portraits' of similar size.

Provenance Joan Miró (*1893 Barcelona, +1983 Palma de Mallorca) (Künstler/-in)
Verbleib unbekannt
o.D. – 2.2.1956, Galerie Max Kaganovitch (Galerie), Paris
1955 – 2.2.1956, Franz Meyer (*1889 Zürich, +1962 Zürich) (Vermittler/-in), Zürich, Kauf
ab 2.2.1956, Zürcher Kunstgesellschaft | Kunsthaus Zürich (Museum), Zürich, Geschenk 
und Kauf

Provenance category B – The provenance from 1933 to 1945 has not been unambiguously clarified; gaps in 
the ownership history remain. According to current research, there is no evidence of 
Nazi-looted art. There are no implications of Nazi-looted art and / or conspicuous 
circumstances.

About the provenance The painting «Portrait III» by Joan Miró was acquired for the Kunsthaus in 1956 from the 
Parisian gallery of Max Kaganovitch. The French-Jewish art dealer was also an artist and 
collector. Following the occupation of Paris, his French citizenship was revoked in 1942 
and he was forced to flee to Switzerland with his wife Rosy and two daughters. He 
returned to France in 1945. Kaganovitch’s sale of the work in 1956 means it cannot have 
been confiscated from him as a result of Nazi persecution, but it has not yet been 
possible to identify the previous or interim owners. It is also not known when Kaganovitch 
himself acquired it. Even though the work was not painted until 1938, it is possible that 
there were other owners. The possibility that it was confiscated as a result of Nazi 
persecution cannot therefore be ruled out, but there are no grounds for suspecting this. 
(State of research 30.09.2024)
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- Miro. Malerei als Poesie, hrsg. von Michael Peppiatt et al., Ausst.-Kat. Bucerius Kunst 
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